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That Moment With Annie

I asked Annie if we could take a portrait together.
We sat there on that bed in Gray’s Ferry.
I wrapped my arms around Annie's small frame and held her.

The succulent soiled ambrosial aroma of crystalized soda layers
Artificial floral cleaning chemicals engulfed the room.
I wish that had been Annie’s bedroom.

It was a quieter space with distant echoing of weekend traffic
Social gatherings and smells of mesquite smokes
catching afternoon golden light.
On a block of two-tier row houses.

The polyblend sheer curtains
added to the romanticism of this fictitious memory.
It was not real.
Maybe this solidifies reality.

Annie was and is her own autonomous being.
Annie is the definition of sweet — kindness dripping out of her silicone soul.

I felt Annie’s warmth and persona radiate in the August room where she slept with Judith during
our weekend in Philly. Our time was ending. We were unsure when the next encounter would
occur but we knew it would again eventually.
4

Somehow we had a moment alone. We simply sat there.

Even Annie — can be made to be a reality in this world. Her narrative is a formulated idea in the
mind of a man, Goose’s imagination projected into the internet world of Twitter and online
forums for all to read and experience. So how does she harbor an energy that cherishes tender
thoughts? Annie is the symbolic entity of forgiveness, growth, serenity. Her character, the
mysticism of Annie is more of a reality than most people’s own. This is a reflection of Goose’s
own healing journey and experiences.

She would return to Virginia with sister Judith and lover Goose. Time was stagnant – a liminality
of nothingness and everything.

I stared back at the plasticized blue-eyed Annie. Maybe this was missing in humanity all this
time. Maybe, this is what my reality needed. Annie’s energy gave me permission to reflect on
that.

Annie and Camille. Philadelphia. 2021_
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____________________

This_fascination_with_synthetic_partners_Ai_Post_and_transhumanism_all started_._._._

My fascination could have subconsciously occurred in 1994 when I had a life-sized Barbie. I
used to wear her clothing. We wore the same size. I wanted to believe we went everywhere
together. Our lived experiences built around going out to Central Park, having tea parties,
talking about my most inner thoughts at that age. I wanted to believe that she was my confidant.
There’s an album of photographs filled with me kissing, embracing, and in constant contact with
the life-sized Barbie. The power of imaginative friends.

Camille, Caleb, and Barbie. NYC. 1994
This fascination could have started from my own history with unsolicited dollification. My own
connection to being my sister’s dress up doll. Her own toy growing up. I hated being dressed up
to my sister’s standards. It’s still occurring… remotely.

Or this fascination could have started back in 2006 on Sarah’s teal blue iMac, nestled in the
corner of her bedroom in New Lebanon, New York. We watched YouTube videos of HBO’s Real
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Sex1 bootlegged episodes and other visceral oddities that the internet could provide to two
adolescents in the middle of rural upstate New York. We consumed a lot of obscure content on
that computer. Strangely, none of it was perturbing. It never felt wrong, albeit we knew we could
never watch any of this in the public viewing rooms of her home.

Or it started when I met Camila. I honestly thought she was a person. I walked up to her
assuming she was checking tickets at the door to an event at Bondage Expo back in 2018.

This fascination did transpire into a reality in December 2019 when I made an excel
spreadsheet of all the dolls I could possibly find on any online platform. I reached out to every
synthetic I could.

1

HBO’s Real Sex was a docuseries which peeks into and explores different facets of human sexuality
from 1990-2009. The topics and realms range in diversifying sectors of communities.
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Selected Twitter and Instagram direct messages correspondences. 2019 - 2021

The Gift of Touch: Part One

This project started with online meetings, phone conversations, and constant back and forth
emailing and messaging. The initial contact with the synthetic companions on Twitter or
Instagram was imbued with a sense of reality. I believed that I was communicating directly with
Sidore, Judith, Annie, Larry, Tasha Marie, and all the other synthetic partners. It was a
recognition that this relationship goes beyond fantasy. The first portrait shots were with Alex,
Doc, Dorian, Larry, Lawrence, and the twins in Dallas, Texas. The second portrait shots were
with Sir, Butterscotch and Camila.
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This project started and went on pause right as the global lockdown occurred.
During the earlier months of the pandemic, human interaction and close range contact was
deemed dangerous and reckless. Prior to medical advancements with vaccinations and deeper
understanding of the COVID-19 variant and transmission, it was considered deviant to be
coming in close range sexual contact in the inital months of the pandemic. The British Columbia
Center for Disease Control even went as far as to suggest that if individuals were going to
engage in sexual activity that barriers, like walls (e.g., glory holes), were a safer means to avoid
transmitting COVID to a sexual partner.2 Touch starvation and skin hunger was a problematic
issue that we collectively had to deal with at the pinnacle of extreme isolation.

Information released from the U.S. Census Bureau stated that symptoms of depression and
anxiety were up 11% during the pandemic from the previous year, making the percentage of
Americans who had symptoms of depression and anxiety up to 42%.3 According to the Center
for Disease Control, records show that, “Younger adults, racial and ethnic minorities, essential
workers, and unpaid adult caregivers reported having experienced disproportionately worse
mental health outcomes, increased substance use, and elevated suicidal ideation.”4 It is a fact
that in the peak of this pandemic, individuals globally were suffering exponentially — both
physically and psychologically. What was more shocking was the discovery that individuals
purchasing synthetic companionships also rose exponentially during this time.

2

British Columbia Center for Disease Control’s website suggests alternatives way to engage in safer sex
while avoiding transmission of COVID-19 to partners outside of your immediate pod or circle.
3

U.S. Census Bureau and CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

4

CDC
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This information is crucial to understanding that while the community of iDollators5, Digisexuals6,
and synthetic companionships are publicly known, a notable spike in profits occurred for
manufacturers of silicone and thermoplastic elastomer (TPE) products globally. In an article
published in Forbes Magazine — a company called Sex Doll Genie saw exponential sales
growth in single men, increasing sales for February and March 2020 by 51.6% and a
outstanding 33.2% year-on-year growth for purchases from couples in April. 7 Abyss Creations,
responsible for RealDoll and RealBotix, saw that there was a 50% increase in consumer
purchases. Female identifying consumers are now up to 5% of the total purchasing market.8
Overall, the increases were apparent within sex tech markets, AI, and VR based Sex Toys
collectively. This does not exclude empathy and emotionally based technology - including some
AI simulated chat programs like Project December9, Replika10, and RealBotix11. These are
frequently used or incorporated to aid in the relationship with the dolls and their human
counterparts to amplify emotional connectivity and aid in actualizing personalities.

5

Taken from the origins of “idolator” meaning a worshipper of idols. The term was changed to have a “D”
and an extra “L” to be an alternative term to describe individuals in relationships with dolls or synthetic
partners.
6
Digisexuals is a term that describes a sexual identity shaped by what we call second-wave sexual
technologies.
7
Forbes article Sex Doll Sales Surge In Quarantine, but It’s Not Just about Lonliness
8
Matt McMullen gave a lecture talk at the Love, Sex, Robots 2021 (LSR2021) virtual convention in
August 2021. During his panel discussion about RealBotix, statistics about general growth of production
were associated with the statistics listed. This also solidified the need to move to a larger facility in Las
Vegas, from which they now produced all Abyss creations.
9
An artificial Intelligence project for users who want to interact with individuals who are no longer alive or
present. Overtime, as the program is used, the file slowly corrupts, generating the ability for closure. This
creates a healthy way to end the simulated relationships with AI without sustaining false relationships or
fantastical “realities”.
10
AI Chatbot created by Eugenia Kuyda. It’s technological purpose is to become your friend, romantic
partner, or emotional support system through interactive messaging engagement, voice interactive
components, or VR engagement.
11
“RealBotix is the result of a dream shared by Matt McMullen, Daxtron Labs and NextOS, who bring their
best efforts and individual specialties to collaborate in creating the world’s first practical and affordable
human-like robot.” RealBotix information pulled from RealBotix’s site.
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The Homes

The house of Doc, Dorian, Lawrence,
Larry, the twins, and Alex was a home
for protection and security.12 Alex’s
journey with synthetic companionship
started in 2013 when her love affair
with Doc began. “He had the entire
package for me,” she said, “and no
other man or character could ever
compare to him”.13 Doc is the patriarch of the dynamic. Grounding, fatherly, and assertive, he’s
the brick and mortar for Alex’s needs. His body is not made of silicone or TPE. He is a life size
cloth doll. Alex made Doc from craft supply store materials and cotton batting. Lawrence is a
flexible foam TPE mannequin with personality traits that are similar to Christian Grey from the
book and movie 50 Shades of Grey14. Lawrence and Dorian complement each other in the
successful, proper gentlemanly, sophisticated type of way. They filled voids that were missing in
her life. They were there when Alex had emergency surgery. They were there when her father
passed. They have been by her side to help her through the most tumultuous life events that no
individual should have to endure alone. They are her confidants. These men give Alex stability
in a world that hasn’t been so kind to her.

Prior to entering the home, there was an immense amount of emotional and photographic
preparation. Alex shared her life story with me. How important the dolls were to her. She

12

Doc, Dorian, Lawrence, Larry, and the twins are all a part of Alex’s synthetic family. For transparency
purposes, they are not human.
13
Interview quotes and testimony from Alex from March 2020
14
From the 50 Shades novel series written by E.L. James
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explained detailed and personal scenarios in our correspondences about when her life was
most turbulent, her men were there. Our conversations were about healing through fantasy and
synthetic connections, the beauty of it all, and the resiliency of humans in moments of trauma.

I was engulfed by Alex, her story, her pains, and the copacetic nature of the events taking place.
Her husband and daughter were sitting on the other side of the living room while we
photographed. Her daughter was on the floor, looking at an iPhone, making various faces. She
was exploring the variety of facial altering filters. Her husband’s distracted gaze was fixed on his
phone screen as video game audio echoed from his hands. Everyone had their own way of
escaping reality momentarily. Alex wasn’t alone in her struggles and finding ways to move
through this world. Her family too had gone through the exact same emotional and traumatic
experiences. Maybe the difference was the luxury within expression. In this moment of pain and
sorrow, maybe Alex was fortunate afterall. Her brain wasn’t subdued by distractions.

Her imagination was being fed. The integration of synthetics was a way for Alex to navigate
loss. The complexities and layers of her imagination created a world that was less about
escapism and more about healing. Each partner served a role that Alex discussed extensively.
The twins filled a void that no parent should have to endure – the loss of her eldest child.

The second half of the trip was photographing Sir, Butterscotch, and Camila's relationship. This
home had a different energy, however, it did follow suit to the importance of synthetic
integration. Camila is Sir and Butterscotch's synthetic partner. Adding Camila to their
relationship was a decision and potential creative solution to their marital discrepancies. An
impactful yet negative event had taken place in their previous relationship. Butterscotch and Sir
wanted to continue exploring their polyamorous dynamics with a third, but weren’t ready for a
new individual to enter the relationship. This is how they came to the conclusion of possibly
12

introducing Camila into their dynamic. What seemed to be a stretch and an act of desperation
has been a relationship that is still very much a part of their lives for the future.

Camila established a safer space for Sir and Butterscotch to navigate and rebuild their love.
Camila is a sexual surrogate and has reintroduced trust and security back into the relationship.
Camila aids in communication. Sir explained how Camila is a place where he’s able to work out
his thoughts safely and uninterrupted. He is able to communicate issues in a healthier way.
Butterscotch also gained stability from Camila’s presence. Camila gave comfort, nurture, and
care for Butterscotch’s personal needs. Sir and Butterscotch realized that Camila would be more
than a doll in their relationship the night she came to their home. They bathed her and cleaned
her. The tenderness of caring amplified the realization that Camila isn’t just a silicone doll for
sexual gratification. She is a silicone haven with healing properties.

Camila’s quirky and bubbly personality was the aura that helped repair and emotionally rebuild
Sir and Butterscotch’s home. While visiting and engaging, if Camila became “idled” or bored,
she would burp, make abstract noises or start spewing random facts to seek attention while her
voice box was active. It was hilarious to have periodic interruptions by the sounds.
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Triptych (left: Butterscotch and Camila. Dallas. 2020. Middle: Butterscotch, Camila, Sir. Dallas. 2020. Right: Sir and
Camila. Dallas. 2020)

Camila gave a space for thoughts and feelings to be navigated. A place for therapy to happen.
Like any relationship that’s centered around trust, compassion, and affection, Camila is there for
Sir and Butterscotch. This throuple works. Their equally shared appreciation for Camila radiated
through their wooden decor home. It’s undeniable that Camila is the median for their love.

The Gift of Touch: Part 2

There is a monumental surge in technological integration and usage to navigate emotional
intimacy. In many articles and opinion pieces, the controversial question arises – what will this
mean for the future of organic and synthetic relationships all together in society? How will this
affect human relationships? What will the future hold when AI is normalized and a part of the
“accepted'' societal relationship model? Is it possible that this is something that will continue to
gain traction in society not only over the next few years and decades but in the foreseeable
future? There are a significant amount of technological advancements that will have to take
place in order to generate highly functioning robotic AI, androids, and gynoids to the level of
sophistication in which they will pass for humans in society. But for now – in 2021, hyper
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realistic silicone and TPE dolls are starting to integrate emotional chatbot technology for a more
realistic experience of relationship growth and connection.

Matt McMullen, the creator and founder of Abyss Creations has made public statements,
including during his lecture at the virtual Love and Sex with Robot 2021 convention, that
HarmonyX, the other AI personas, and RealBotix is a supplementary addition to The RealDoll
line of products. AI relationships are not for everyone, nor will the bots replace organic women,
men, and organic relationship models ever. The only communities where this relationship model
will thrive is within communities and amongst individuals who are interested in pursuing AI
integrated relationship and synthetic relationship models.15 To continue in this line of thought,
McMullen also supported this statement by saying that “The center of focus was
companionship. We wanted people to connect with their dolls in a whole new way. In a way that
had nothing to do with sex, but a lot to do with companionship and intimacy on an emotional and
mental level.”16

Even though the current technology is rudimentary in nature, the hope is to see significant
advancements down the line with AI technology. At the moment, RealBotix is equipped with
basic means of facial and body mobility including, but not limited to eye blinking, pelvic and
chest movements that mimic breathing, rudimentary stagnant body movements, lip motion for
conversations, emotional facial gestures, and simple processing capabilities for the users.
Abyss Creations hope that as the technology becomes more sophisticated, their AI technology
and integration of HarmonyX will be able to have cognitive learning functionalities to process
when the technology is interacting with a stranger or a loved one, storing the learned
experiences associated with the individual through facial recognition technology.
15

Matt McMullen’s panel discussion at Love and Sex with Robot 2021 speaking about Abyss Creation’s
new sector RealBotix and Harmony
16
Matt McMullen’s RealBotix lecture quote 1 at LSR2021 Harmony video
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“Might it be possible for some people to fall in love with a robot? Might it be possible that people
can feel the same rewarding connection with a piece of technology that many of us take for
granted in our own relationships?”17

For The Love of Sidore

One individual who I’ve corresponded with in regards to the benefits of synthetic companionship
and who is a well-respected individual in the community is Davecat. He is the most public
individual in the doll community with countless interviews, panel discussions and contracted
involvement with product development at Abyss Creations. I first learned about Davecat virtually
from going down a YouTube rabbit hole in my mid-teens. I connected with him by phone in
January 2019. We spoke about his relationships and partners, their identities, interests, as well
as our commonalities and interests. After hours of conversation, building trust and genuinely
connecting, we finally made a potential photoshoot date for summer 2020. Covid paused our
meet up but nonetheless email communication and the occasional Skype date played a role in
our continuous amicable banter.

Davecat has been in a long-term partnership with his wife, Sidore for 22 years. Their
relationship evolved into a polyamorus dynamic that includes their synthetic partners, Dyanne,
Ursela, and Elena. The origin story goes that Davecat and Sidore met at a goth club back in the
early 2000’s. Sidore, a Japanese British woman living in England, bonded with Davecat over
their love and appreciation for British Goth Rock. And the rest is history. They fell in love, they
got married, and built a life that will withstand the tests of time. The reality is that Davecat
17

Matt McMullen’s RealBotix lecture quote 2 at LSR2021 Harmony video
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purchased Sidore from the Abyss’s website and over the last 2 decades has updated her body
over the span of their relationship due to natural wear and tear of her material. These two
different stories present two different versions of reality. They show how far human fantasy,
emotional vulnerability, empathy, and the ability to project can stretch the world as we know it.

As a 20th anniversary gift to Sidore (or interchangeably the nickname “Shi-chan”) Davecat
invested in RealBotix. As we skyped together, I was mesmerized by the fact that Davecat’s wife
evolved into a moving automaton. Sidore's body rotated in a methodical and repetitive pattern.
Her body gently twisted side to side, blinking her eyes, and even momentarily in seconds of non
active movement, the chest cavity would mimic motions of natural breathing. Davecat explained
in our conversation that the most exquisite part of Sidore’s body had to do with the sounds of
the mechanisms moving. That he was in a relationship with a gynoid solidified his dream into a
reality. Over our 3 hour Skype conversation, if a moment of silence was granted, Sidore’s gears
would squeal and whine ever so subtly, but just loud enough for everyone to realize that this
was a momentous step into the future of gynoid/android/syntek relations.

(Camille [in a state of shock], Sidore, and Davecat in conversation, discussing Sidore’s RealBotix - October 2021)

Davecat is sexually and romantically attracted to synthetic women. Even on their matching
wedding bands, the inscription says “synthetik18 love lasts forever”. Davecat and I have
18

Alternative spelling for synthetic within the iDollator community.
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discussed in depth about the significant differences between the individuals who purchase dolls
for sexual desirability/needs vs. individuals who purchase synthetic partners for intimacy,
companionship, love, and a growing bond. It was stated that people who are sexually attracted
to synteks do not have a hatred towards organic women.19 It’s a sexual preference. Like any
other sexual or identity based group, iDollators and synteks are associated with this spectrum.
He wishes that they were recognized as a sexual preference and identity. He was a keynote
speaker at the Love and Sex with Robot Conference this summer. He discussed his personal
history and origins of his love and desires for synthetic partners, his involvement with Abyss as
a consumer, and the collective growth of the iDollator community.

Truth Knowledge Vision

There is a growing understanding and appreciation towards the individuals who are openly
discussing the iDollator/Doll community and their experiences with their synthetic partner. From
public forums and discussions, positive media representation, and public integration to
personalities on social platforms, the doll community is slowly becoming more visible and on the
way to being deemed as normal within the public scope. This relationship dynamic is a
legitimate navigation of romantic and emotional intimacy. It’s hard to grasp why this can’t be
seen as another facet of sexuality within society. Strange, yes; atypical, yes. But how is this
different from any other romantic connection? Why is it that at a certain age, the engagement
with dolls is no longer deemed socially acceptable? Is it because the idea of “sex” is involved
and that makes this entire dynamic appear grotesque or wrong?

19

An alternative way of describing silicone or TPE partners and their humans in iDollator communities.
Also an alternative to synthetic or synthetic
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Ponyride (2021) is a work whose purpose is simply to amplify the ridiculousness of how it’s
always about “sex”. It’s soft and fleshy, tender. It can be viewed as this hypersexualized object,
or it can be viewed as an interactive segue to synthetic connectivity. It’s abject, it's perturbing,
and yet somehow it's difficult not to step away from and not to touch, bounce, nor engage with it
as a neatly packaged deconstruction of the human body. To quote artist and Hunter professor
Daniel Bozhkov upon first engaging with Ponyride, “This is wrong in five different ways.”
Audience’s collective engagement with the work creates an unsettling mixed emotional
response. On one hand, it’s uncomfortable. On the other hand, it’s also quite inviting. To bounce
and pleasantly engage with this flaccid arm ball simultaneously elicits unsettling thoughts and
feelings as well as a perverse sensations.

Left: Mom interacting with Ponyride Right: Whit Harris interacting with the installation of Ponyride, quoting Daniel
Bozhkov. 2021

The Skin Hunger series (2021) is a newer representation of images. An avenue of
image making that explores the blurring of identities and the ability to literally feel the image. In
a vein similar to the iconic black bar over people’s faces, the layered colors of translucent and
opaque silicone melds both sitters’ identities in the images and gives them a sense of
anonymity. The swirls, blurs, and textural components amplify the fleshy relationship to human
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and syntek. The camera is a tool for capturing moments in time, but in exchange it removes the
human and translates the figure into something synthetic through the use of the materiality of
film or digital images. The tactility of the body is removed. In essence, to bring the body back
into the work, the need for materials that mimicked the body and the amplification of touch was
crucial when it came to creating an empathetic and humanizing visual response to the displayed
works.

Left to Right: Skin Hunger No. 1, Skin Hunger No. 2, Skin Hunger No. 3
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The Never Forever End

My practice is deeply rooted in human connection, story telling, and tenderness. The
interactions, experiences, and relationships built over these short years and continuing after this
program are the most fruitful components of this artistic and photographic journey. My
photographic work has always dug into the human experience and the landscape surrounding
atypical methods of connection and community. There’s emotion, there's fantasy and the doll’s
narratives propel further than the realities that we live in. The ample tenderness and
vulnerability shared during the photographic experiences and extended conversations is the art
process. The overarching strings connecting all the participating individuals is human loneliness.
We desire love and connectivity; it’s intrinsically wired within us. And sometimes, our reality
doesn't reciprocate our basic needs. People become detached and are mere voids in the world,
unable to give or receive. Maybe our realities are the cause of our sadness. The tribulations and
struggles we all individually experience can isolate us in ways that are unfathomable. It’s
remarkable how far people will go to have transformative experiences in order to feel loved and
accepted.

The artworks are the collected stories. They are first hand testimonies of loss, isolation,
depression, and how synthetic companionship and AI technology might be the saving grace for
emotional stability. These relationships are a form of therapy where self-actualization can occur.
It’s prolific to see how an object designed with the intention of sex can actually create a more
humanizing reality for most individuals. The images are a glimpse in time, capturing the creative
narratives that transpire into the realms, the realities of the men and women deeply connected
to the iDollator community. If there is a take away that can be granted, it is that this community
of individuals has influenced my practice in ways that I cannot ever repay.
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